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In fact, each hero is started on his knightly career with
the present of this lance of fer Wane. A Christian
interpretation was given in later ages to this Lance,
which was then identified with one of the instruments
tised at the passion of Christ. In other accounts the
hero, whether Balaam, Qalaad (Galahad) or Arthur, is
" given a sword at the outset of his career " (Loomis,
op. cit. p. 245). The magic sword and spear always
form part of the paraphernalia of the Grail Legend;
and it is curious to note that " the Irish prototype of
Pellean's spear was 'the venomed spear of Pezar,
King of Persia. Its name is Slaughterer. In time
of peace its blazing, fiery head is always kept in a
great caldron of water to prevent it from burning down
the King's palace ; and in time of war the champion
who bears it to the battlefield can perform any deed
he pleases with it' " (Loomis, op. cit. p. 254).
Now at the beginning of the legend of King Kai
Khusrau, too, the wonder-working Lance plays a great
part, and that just when he is trying to demonstrate
that he is the possessor of the Eoyal Glory and, con-
sequently, the heir to the Guardian of the Glory of
Grail. In order to prove his title to the throne and
his possession of the Glory he is sent to storm the
l>espelled castle of the magician Bahman. He orders
his trusted officer Giw to take the magic lance and to
push or thrust it into the wall of the fort: